
The Empty Tomb

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  Romans 10:9  

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she 
came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and 
said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they 
have put him!” 3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were 
running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent 
over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then 
Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the 
strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around 
Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen.  John 
20:8-10

11 While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and 
reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. 12 When the chief 
priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large 
sum of money, 13 telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the 
night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14 If this report gets to the 
governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So the soldiers took 
the money and did as they were instructed. Matthew 28:11-15

Dying was the best way or else God would have chosen another way. 

For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power 
and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been 
made, so that people are without excuse.  Romans 1:20

Jesus consistently used aspects of the natural world to help us better understand 
the Father, His work, and His mission. 

Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 
remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.  John 12:24 

There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to death.  Proverbs 
14:12

Three great signs:

• Creation tells us about God.  

• The cross tells us that God takes our sin very seriously.  



• The empty tomb reveals that there is a way to escape the brokenness of this 
world. 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body.  Mark 16:1

11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look 
into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had 
been, one at the head and the other at the foot.13 They asked her, “Woman, why 
are you crying?” “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know 
where they have put him.”  John 20:11-13 

Grace has an amazing way of making us more comfortable with the unknowable. 

14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
realize that it was Jesus. 15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it 
you are looking for?” Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” 16 Jesus 
said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, 
“Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). John 20:14-16

The church of Jesus Christ is made up of all people everywhere who have been 
found by the overwhelming grace of a God who loves us.     

God clarifies as we obey, not before.  

Erwin Raphael McManus- “God’s compass for life is not information, but truth.  
The key is not the ability to read God’s mind, but to know his heart.”  

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. Luke 19:10
  
       


