
Glorious Alternative Part 1- In the Shadow of the Cross  

This sermon exposes our sins, calls out our hypocrisy, and regularly displays how 
naturally we rebel against God. 


with God all things are possible. Matthew 19:26  

Jesus lays out a Glorious Alternative to the kind of life that we naturally choose 
for ourselves. 


The shadow of the cross protects us and shields us from the heat that is our own 
brokenness and sin.


Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. 
His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them. Matthew 5:1-2 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,  

5 Blessed are the meek,  

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  

7 Blessed are the merciful,  

8 Blessed are the pure in heart,  

9 Blessed are the peacemakers,  

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,  

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, 

13 “You are the salt of the earth. 

14 “You are the light of the world.  

16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that 
your brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front 
of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift. 



29 If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is 
better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be 
thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and 
throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole 
body to go into hell. 

42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants 
to borrow from you. 

6 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by 
them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2 “So when 
you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let 
your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in 
secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

“‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.11 Give us today our daily bread. 12 And 
forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’ 

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. 

31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 
‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do 
not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own. 

7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will 
be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; 
and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 

13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road 
that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and 
narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 



17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A 
good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.  

24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came 
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it 
did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man 
who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 

It’s time to embrace this “Glorious Alternative” and live a life of holiness, freedom, 
joy and contentment in the Kingdom of Heaven.


