
Glorious Alternative - Influence  

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be 
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot. 

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 
15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on 
its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 
Father in heaven. Matthew 5:14-16 

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is 
your reward in heaven, Matthew 5:11-12   

Being salt and light is ultimately about influence.  

Salt influences meat and drastically slows the process of corruption. 


5 The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the 
earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil 
all the time. 6 The Lord regretted that he had made human beings on the earth, 
and his heart was deeply troubled. 7 So the Lord said, “I will wipe from the face of 
the earth the human race I have created—and with them the animals, the birds 
and the creatures that move along the ground—for I regret that I have made 
them.” Genesis 6:5-7 

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s 
household to the land I will show you. 2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I 
will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will 
bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples 
on earth will be blessed through you.” Genesis 12:1-3 

We cannot be an influence for the world’s purity if we have compromised our 
own.


God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship 
with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if 
we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 1 John 1:5-7 



We influence the world through our good deeds of light in an otherwise darkened 
world.


We need to agree with God about the state of our world, that it is both dying and 
evil. 

We have to agree with God that as dark as the world is, it is worth saving. 

  



