God’s Will

13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city,
spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you do not even
know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears
for a little while and then vanishes. James 4:13-15

God is far more concerned with our character than our calendar.

do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has
enough trouble of its own. Matthew 6:34

15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or
that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil.

17 If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for
them. James 4:15-17

Live in peace with each other. 14 And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn
those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be
patient with everyone. 15 Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but
always strive to do what is good for each other and for everyone else.16 Rejoice
always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances;

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 1 Thessalonians 5:13-18

God’s word is better understood within the context of “we” as opposed to “me.”
37 Jesus replied: ““Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment.

39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and
the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Matthew 22:37-40

If people don’t get the picture that the church values God and others above
ourselves then we are getting to wrong.

When we don’t value what Christ values we are on our own.

Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion
looking for someone to devour. 1 Peter 5:8

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Matthew 9:36



Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. Colossians 3:11

One day Jesus Christ crested a hill looked at humanity and brought compassion
into the mainstream.

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or
sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you,
whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’
Matthew 25:44-45

The church must see what no one else sees, feel what no one else feels and do
what no one else does.



