Psummer of Psalms - Psalm 42
“Created to Crave”

1 As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God. 2 My
soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can | go and meet with God? 3 My
tears have been my food day and night, while people say to me all day long,
“Where is your God?” 4 These things | remember as | pour out my soul: how |
used to go to the house of God under the protection of the Mighty One with
shouts of joy and praise among the festive throng. Psalm 42:1-5

God gives us physical and spiritual cravings so that we will intuitively know that
something is missing.

“Thou hast made us for thyself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it finds its
rest in thee.” St. Augustine

Anything that becomes more important than God in our lives is an idol.

36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”

37 Jesus replied: ““Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment.

39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and
the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”Matthew 22:36-40

8 God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne. 9 The nobles of
the nations assemble as the people of the God of Abraham, for the kings of the
earth belong to God; he is greatly exalted. Psalm 47:8-9

Everyone in our lives benefits when God is the most highly cherished.

Truly loving people is desiring and working toward what God wants for them even
when that is not what they want for themselves.

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, and their ways are
vile; there is no one who does good. Psalm 53:1

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is
your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who
were before you. Matthew 5:11-12



“My argument against God was that the universe seemed so cruel and unjust.
But how had I got this idea of just and unjust? A man does not call a line crooked
unless he has some idea of a straight line. What was | comparing this universe
with when I called it unjust?” -C.S. Lewis

Any “love” for people that does not originate in a deep love for God and His Word
must be viewed with skepticism.

Take inventory of your life and see if there is anything in your life that has become
too important and remove it even if it is just for a short time.

Benedition

18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was
born of God keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them. 19 We know
that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the
evil one. 20 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us
understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is
true by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.

21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols. 1 John 5:18-21



