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Politically Correct Church

I have noticed that over the past
decade the church has fallen into the
trap of politically correct lingo.
Unfortunately, if we allow ourselves
to be bridled by the trappings of
political correctness, we will not be
able to bring people to a saving
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

In my lifetime, | have watched the
evangelical church go from a harsh
dogmatic hellfire and brimstone
approach to an ‘everyone gets a ticket
to heaven’ mentality, where niceness
is praised and everyone thinks Jesus
is “super cool.” Instead of having the
pendulum swing from one extreme to
the other, how about we just do a
little course correction?

[ don’t want anyone to think that [ am
speaking harshly against the church.

I love the church. The church is the
bride of Christ, so I would never say
anything offensive about her. 1 don’t
think Christ would be too fond of
anyone speaking ill of his bride,
either. I wouldn’t be. Say what you
want about me. I'm a horrible pastor,
insensitive, can’t preach, I don’t lead,
or what have you. I'm a big boy. But if
you decide to insult my bride, you
better believe I'm going to defend her.
In the scriptures, particularly in the
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book of Revelation, Christ himself is
critical of the direction that human
beings have taken his bride, but the
offense is leveled against the
leadership, not the church.

I wonder how John the Baptist’s
ministry would have gone had he
filtered his message through the
“nice” filter? I wonder if Peter and
Paul would have been as effective if
they were more concerned with
people’s feelings rather than their
eternity? Peter could never have said,
“Salvation is found in no one else, for
there is no other name under heaven
given to mankind by which we must be
saved,” (Acts 4:12) because that is
narrow-minded thinking. He would
have never been able to say “The Lord
is not slow in keeping his promise, as
some understand slowness. Instead he
is patient with you, not wanting
anyone to perish, but everyone to come
to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9)
Apparently, it’s not politically correct
to tell people that they are perishing
because it might hurt their feelings.

If it were feelings that Paul chose over
truth he never would have written,
“For the message of the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing,
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but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:18)

None of that is “nice” to say to people.
But it is a reality that we as followers
of Christ live under. People accuse us
of being unbending know-it-alls, and
that we think we have cornered the
market on truth. I am afraid we have
spent too much time defending
Christianity when we should have
been sharing this simple truth: If you
declare with your mouth, “Jesus is
Lord,” and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will
be saved. (Romans 10:9)

As I read the Bible, I don’t find
another alternative for fixing the sin
problem that stands between God
and us. There are a lot of people in
my life for whom I wish this was not
true. I wish being a good person
would do the trick. I know dozens of
people who are really good people by
our standard of good. They are super
nice. The problem is that they reject
this fundamental truth and therefore
determine their own eternal fate.

Continued on next page...
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Sharing the Message of God’s Love

We just ended another Sunday morning study, “1 Thessalonians: Sharing
the Faith,” with a party, balloons and cake. Well not really, but we had an
awesome time sharing and learning from each other, while being
challenged to do more as Christians for God’s kingdom.

Evangelism, like our faith is not something we do - it is who we are as
Christians. It's also important to remember that our only part in the
process is to be obedient to the leading of the Holy Spirit. It is not our job
to change people or “sell” them God. Our duty is to be willing to step out
in faith and share the message of God’s love with whomever He calls us to. ~ André Laird, Pastor of Small Groups

“FOR IT IS BY GRACE YOU HAVE BEEN SAVED, THROUGH FAITH - AND THIS NOT FROM YOURSELVES, IT IS
THE GIFT OF GOD - NOT BY WORKS, SO THAT NO ONE CAN BOAST. - EPHESIANS 2:8-9

Politically Correct Church, Cont...

God does not send good people to Hell. Unfortunately, they send themselves there. It is not God’s desire that
anybody would spend eternity away from everything that is hopeful, beautiful, or peaceful. But He tells us of a
way that we can find forgiveness. If people don’t know the truth of the Gospel, let it not be because we have not
tried. Let it not be because we have not boldly declared its simple truth.

I could spend significant time on how political correctness has forced us to turn a blind eye in the church to sins
that we used to confront: sexual sin, hatred, jealousy, selfish ambition, dissension (just to name a few). The Bible
is not politically correct. In fact, no matter how hard you work at it, the Bible is actually not political at all. It
stands neither to the right nor to the left. It stands alone as the word of God and he makes it pretty clear what
happens to the people who reject His Son. And it ain’t pretty.

What is the nice thing to do? Spare someone’s feelings today or do everything in our power to keep them from
spending eternity in a place of destruction where they will spend every waking moment experiencing anguish and
pain? I can drive all over this country and see the fate of the politically correct church: empty seats and locked
doors.

I think where we have gone astray in the church is the spirit in which we share the simple truth of the Gospel.
There are two Johns who stand out in the life of Jesus—]John the Baptist and John the Beloved. Each loved Jesus,
but each had uniquely different approaches to people. John the Baptist said “You brood of vipers.” John the
Beloved said “My dear Children.” I think we have often taken the John the Baptist approach when a John the
Beloved approach would have been better suited to the moment. Paul writes to the Galatian Church: You, my
brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one
another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” (Galatians 5:13-14)

Sometimes we use a hammer and nail when a thumbtack and a gentle push is all we need. As The Well, we never
stray from boldly declaring the Gospel and teaching people how to live lives that please God—even if they would
rather hear that everything is going to be all right no matter what decisions happen in this life. [ don’t want to
spend eternity in hell, and if I truly love my neighbor as myself then I should not want him to, either.

Josh Kesler, Senior Pastor




)
Congratulations to the following
children that have earned their
own Jesus Storybook Bible! It
is wonderful to see the children
working hard to remember their
verses or their signs. Thank
you to all of the teachers and
parents for helping the children
succeed! We have a great
group of children, parents and
volunteers!

Haiden Bailey, Harper Bailey,
Audrey Degitz, Abigail Eilers,
Jack Hawkins, McKenzie Laird,
Annie Moore, Riley Wilson,
Hannah Eilers, Lily Moore,
Morgan Stout, and Ashley
Wesco

STORYBOOK BIBLE




FINDING BALANCE IN BODY, SOUL AND SPIRIT

As believers who want to deepen our faith, it can
be easy to focus all of our attention on growing
spiritually healthier while neglecting the more
tangible needs of taking care of our physical
bodies. It has been discussed in some Christian
circles that the health of our bodies is not really a
priority in God's eyes. We've probably often heard
it quoted that "it's what’s inside that matters." And
that is certainly true, to a point.

I think it's interesting that people would believe
that bodily health didn't (or doesn't) matter to
Jesus. In 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, Paul writes of our
bodies being temples of the Holy Spirit, and thus,

that we should honor God with our bodies. That
seems pretty all-encompassing. It certainly
doesn’t clarify that it only pertains to our spiritual
selves. Sure, it seems less glamorous or spiritual
to honor God by eating well, exercising, or
attending to our health needs, but nevertheless, it
has a place alongside honoring and worshiping
God with our souls and spirits.

So why does God care about our physical health?
It's not because he judges how much we weigh on
the scale or how we look in our clothes. He wants
us to be able to serve him effectively here on this
earth. He knows the reality that we live in a fallen
world, and that we will face health challenges,
sickness, and disease. But while those trials will

come, we can expand our ability to serve by
attending to the gift he has given to us: life,
housed in a body formed from dust. No, it won't
last forever, but it is precious and priceless. While
we are in our "earth-suits," we should honor God
in the way that we take care of them.

Consider this: if Someone Really Important
loaned you a rather priceless car for a short
amount of time, you'd probably take care of that
thing as if your life depended on it. Well, it's not
all that different with our lives, really. Someone
Seriously Important trusted YOU with a body, and
your life actually does depend on how you care
for it. Instead of viewing health maintenance as a
chore, consider it an act of worship and gratitude
toward the loving Father who chose to put you on
this planet for His pleasure and glory.

Aimee McNew,
Nutritionist

Final Push Underway for the Building Project

As most of you heard in last for us, and are truly excited as we

Sunday’s service, we are getting see how His plan unfolds.

closer to moving into our new o
3 We have seen people get creative in

building. Of course, we spent much how they give to this project, and

time in planning, yet no matter how know that great things can be

well you plan, things come up.Those achieved through sacrifice. God is

things (roof repairs, new drainage, etc.)
lead us to a shortfall of $40,000 for

completing the building as we would

going to do great things, He is doing

great things.
There are various ways to give to

like to see it. Pastor Josh challenged

us as followers of Christ,and as The Well, and you can find them on

good stewards of a vision we believe the next page.
He has for our church, to step up Please be in prayer as to how God
and give in a way to raise $40,000 by wants you to contribute to His

May 5th (6 weeks).We know that

God has some great things in store

vision, to reach others for His
Kingdom.




Methods of Giving to The WVell

If you are new to The Well, or maybe you have been with us for a while, we want to provide
information to you on different methods available for your weekly tithes and offerings.

The Well has utilized the envelope system for many years. Each person or family is annually
provided a box of uniquely-numbered envelopes, with which you can give your offering in the
offering plate each week. If you would like envelopes, please contact Sharon Lawrence at
344-1562 or send an email to office@thewellathuntington.org.

Online Banking: Many people use their banks online payments to pay bill. This is also a great
option for getting your offering to The Well. This option allows you to set up a one- time payment
week, bi-weekly or monthly for whatever fits your payroll payments. Even better, you can set up a
recurring weekly, bi-weekly or monthly payment of the same amount. If you have a monthly
budget, this is a great tool to use. If you miss a Sunday due to illness, work or vacation, your
offering still gets to the church. The check is mailed direct to The Well from your bank. Just make
sure your name and designated use (see note below) for the amount(s) is communicated clearly.
Set up The Well UB Church so that the check goes to: The Well UB Church, PO Box 5216,
Huntington, IN 46750.

Paypal: You may make a gift to The Well via your Paypal account, or with most debit or credit
cards, even if you do not have a Paypal account. Access this option via our
www.thewellathuntington.org. Look for the ONLINE GIVING ICON at the bottom right of our
home page.

o You can also set up one-time payments to The Well church by logging into your Paypal
account, select the “Send Money” tab, make the payment to
giving@thewellathuntington.org, and enter the amount you want. On the next page
there is an option to add a special message where you indicate any designated use, such
as $100 to budget, $100 to Mortgage Fund, etc. Then click the ‘send money’ button.

o We have the option to make our Paypal account more versatile as the needs arise.

E-payments: We are also open to other forms of payments that can make e-payments or debit/
credit card capture. At this point, only a few people have expressed a desire for the church to
provide this. Please email the church office (office@thewellathuntington.org) if you would like
any option such as these.

Designating the Use

Like many churches and non-profits, we will use your gift as you request. Our finances are divided
among several buckets or funds such as Operations (Budget), Building Project, Youth, Benevolence,
Worship, and Missions, as well as short-term projects such as Mission trips or Youth trips. Please make
sure to designate how you would like all gifts/offerings to be used. Undesignated gifts/offerings are
routed to the budget.
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THE BUILDING PROJECT (SOME EARLY PICS AND WORK DAYS).

THE END IS IN SIGHT! WE HAVE HAD SOME PRODUCTIVE
WORK DAYS AS A CHURCH AND MORE ARE TO COME. WE
HAVE INSTALLED THE INTERIOR WALL INSULATION AND
WILL BE SOON MOVING INTO PAINTING. IN A COUPLE OF
WEEKS WE WILL BEGIN HAVING PAINTING WORK DAYS. IF
YOU ARE INTERESTED IN SERVING STAY TUNED TO
FACEBOOK, TWITTER, AND OUR WEBSITE FOR DATES AND
TIMES.

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/THEWELLATHUNTINGTON
TWITTER: @ THE_WELLCHURCH

WWW.THEWELLHUNTINGTON.ORG
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YOUTH NEWS

Operation Backyard 2013

Wednesday, June 5

Kicking off a summer focused on serving our community!

This year's Operation Backyard will look different than previous years, but we are excited for this opportunity for area church
youth groups to come together and serve the community of Huntington. So, if you are a student in grade 6-12, save the date!
More info will be available in the coming weeks.

Looking for an opportunity to serve our youth? Here's a couple great ways:

The Youth Group has created an Amazon Wish List of needs (and also wants) for our future home. To access the list go to
www.amazon.com. At the far right side of the screen, click on 'Wish List' and then click on 'Find a Wish List or Registry.' Then, in
the box labeled 'Find Wishlists and Registries' type in 'The Well Youth Group.' This list is not exhaustive and will most likely be
added to over the next month or two.

Operation Backyard this year will be an all day event on Wednesday, June 5. This event will allow several local church youth
groups to come together and serve the community of Huntington in several ways. We are looking for food donations to help feed
the students for lunch and dinner that day. If you are interested in donating food, contact Abby for more details.
Abby@thewellathuntington.org

We will not meet on Sunday, March 31st or April 7th due to Easter and Spring Break.

THE WELL IS CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR SOMEONE TO
SERVE IN THE AREA OF GRAPHIC DESIGN. VARIOUS
PROJECTS WOULD INCLUDE DEVELOPING IMAGES FOR
THE WEBSITE, SERMONS, PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS,
SPECIAL CHURCH FUNCTIONS, ETC.

MEN, WE HAVE A WEEKLY PRAYING
MEETING ON MONDAY NIGHTS AT
7PM, AT COLLEGE PARK CHURCH
(UNTIL OUR BUILDING OPENS). WE
WOULD LOVE TO SEE SOME NEW
FACES JOIN US AS WE FELLOWSHIP,
PRAY FOR EACH OTHER, OUR CHURCH,
AND OUR COMMUNITY. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, CONTACT MARVIN MCNEW AT

MARVIN@THEWELLATHUNTINGTON.ORG

THE WELL WILL BE JOINING WITH
COLLEGE PARK AND NEW HOPE
CHURCHES FOR A GOOD FRIDAY
SERVICE, HELD MARCH 29TH AT COLLEGE
PARK, 1945 COLLEGE AVENUE, 7 PM.

JOIN US AS WE WORSHIP,
REMEMBERING THE SACRIFICE MADE
FOR US ALL.

WE WILL HOLD A CELEBRATORY EASTER

SERVICE AT OUR REGULAR TIME, IN OUR

REGULAR LOCATION, ON SUNDAY, MARCH
31ST. HUNTINGTON YMCA, 11 AM

WE WILL BE HAVING A TIME OF
CELEBRATION, INCLUDING A
PRESENTATION FROM THE
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY.
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