Unity Amidst Diversity

12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one
body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form
one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the
one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.
15 Now if the foot should say, “Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the
body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear
should say, “Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the body,” it would not
for that reason stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye,
where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where
would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body,
every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part,
where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body.

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say
to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that
seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less
honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are
treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special
treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts
that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts
should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part
suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 1
Corinthians 12:12-27

Self-sufficiency may be one of the greatest temptations that many of us face in
the church.

9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” “I don’t know,” he
replied. “Am | my brother’s keeper?” Genesis 4:9

One of God’s main concerns on earth if for people to come into a relationship
with him through Jesus Christ.

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. Luke 19:10

14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for
himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. Titus 2:11-14

When we come to faith in Jesus Christ, we give up all claim to our own will.



Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two
opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” 1 Kings
18:21

When we operate independently or without regard to one another, none of us gets
to experience Christ to the full because the church will not be functioning as
Christ intends it to operate.

29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their
body, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of his body.
Ephesians 5:29-30

11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and
the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they were saying:

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom
and strength and honor and glory and praise!” 13 Then | heard every creature in
heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them,
saying: “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and
glory and power, for ever and ever!” 14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,”
and the elders fell down and worshiped. Revelation 5:11-14

There is no better antidote to selfishness than genuine ministry to others and
Christ-centered praise of God.



