Malachi: The Heart of Worship
Malachi 1:2

2“l have loved you,” says the Lord. But you say, “How have you loved us?” “Is

not Esau Jacob's brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet | have loved Jacob.

Does God’s love for you depend on your life circumstances?

Malachi 1:6-8

6 “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then | am a father, where is
my honor? And if | am a master, where is my fear? says the Lord of hosts to you, O
priests, who despise my name. But you say, ‘How have we despised your name?’ 7 By
offering polluted food upon my altar. But you say, ‘How have we polluted you?’ By
saying that the Lord's table may be despised. 8 When you offer blind animals in
sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer those that are lame or sick, is that not
evil? Present that to your governor; will he accept you or show you favor? says the Lord

of hosts.

Worship happens in our heart more than our actions.

Psalms 86:12
| give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,

and | will glorify your name forever.

Proverbs 3:5
Trust in the Lord with all your heart,

and do not lean on your own understanding.

Psalm 119:11
| have stored up your word in my heart,

that | might not sin against you.



Malachi 1:12-14

2 But you profane it when you say that the Lord's table is polluted, and its fruit,
that is, its food may be despised. '3 But you say, ‘What a weariness this is,” and you
snort at it, says the Lord of hosts. You bring what has been taken by violence or is lame
or sick, and this you bring as your offering! Shall | accept that from your hand? says the
Lord. 4 Cursed be the cheat who has a male in his flock, and vows it, and yet sacrifices
to the Lord what is blemished. For | am a great King, says the Lord of hosts, and my

name will be feared among the nations.

Acts 5:1-5

But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2and with
his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself some of the proceeds and brought only a
part of it and laid it at the apostles' feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled
your heatrt to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of
the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold,
was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart?
You have not lied to man but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard these words, he fell down

and breathed his last. And great fear came upon all who heard of it.

Do you approach worship with God at the center or yourself?

God must be the center of our worship.

Malachi 2:10-12

10 Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then are we
faithless to one another, profaning the covenant of our fathers? 11 Judah has been
faithless, and abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem. For Judah
has profaned the sanctuary of the Lord, which he loves, and has married the daughter
of a foreign god. 2 May the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob any descendant of the

man who does this, who brings an offering to the Lord of hosts!



Malachi 2:13-16

13 And this second thing you do. You cover the Lord's altar with tears, with
weeping and groaning because he no longer regards the offering or accepts it with
favor from your hand. 4 But you say, “Why does he not?” Because the Lord was
witness between you and the wife of your youth, to whom you have been faithless,
though she is your companion and your wife by covenant. 15 Did he not make them one,
with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly
offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife
of your youth. 16 “For the man who does not love his wife but divorces her, says the
Lord, the God of Israel, covers his garment with violence, says the Lord of hosts. So

guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.”

Selfishness steals from you.

Revelation 4:6-11
And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full

of eyes in front and behind: 7 the first living creature like a lion, the second living
creature like an ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living
creature like an eagle in flight. 8 And the four living creatures, each of them with six
wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease to say,
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,

who was and is and is to come!”
9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is
seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down
before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever.
They cast their crowns before the throne, saying,
1 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God,

to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things,

and by your will they existed and were created.”



Malachi 3:8-10

8 Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed
you?’ In your tithes and contributions. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing
me, the whole nation of you. 19 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be
food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if | will not
open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no

more need.

Malachi 4:5-6

5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of
the Lord comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts
of children to their fathers, lest | come and strike the land with a decree of utter

destruction.”

Matthew 17:10-13

0 And the disciples asked him, “Then why do the scribes say that first Elijah must
come?” 11 He answered, “Elijah does come, and he will restore all things. 2 But | tell
you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but did to him
whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man will certainly suffer at their hands.”

13 Then the disciples understood that he was speaking to them of John the Baptist.

Because the heart of the matter, is really the matter of the heart.



